Dear M. HeadTeacher

Bristol Feminist Network recently organised a Reclaim the Night march in the centre of our city to protest against the fear and violence men and women regularly face on our streets after dark. 

In looking at how to combat and curtail the violence women and men face both on the streets and in the home, we looked at ways we could actively support changing the situation. 

We felt that talking to young people, in a school setting would be a valuable contribution in helping to explain and empower young people, particularly girls and young women, about what is appropriate and acceptable behaviour, particularly in a domestic setting. 

In looking at what we could do to support the already important work being done in the PSHEE curriculum for key stage 3 and key stage 4 we found a number of packages available which we could provide and facilitate.

There is a teacher training pack provided by Westminster Domestic Abuse Forum which would provide some support in delivering the more difficult aspects of the curriculum. We understand that not everyone feels equipped to teach this sensitive issue in class and this pack will provide some answers and back-up in achieving this. 

Women’s Aid, the domestic abuse charity, have created a course called “Expect Respect” which is a complete course, providing full lesson plans and resource material on subjects such as what is domestic abuse, how to recognise it and how to combat it.

We also have links with a number of organisations who would be very keen to visit schools and give talks in assemblies or in classes. 

Please do get in touch with Bristol Feminist Network via their website to discuss how we can work together. 

Best regards

