Dear (insert name of your MP here)

I am writing to you today to express my concern at the shockingly low rape conviction rate in Bristol. 


In Bristol, only 16% of rape cases go to court. Of these cases that do reach court, less than 5% are likely to result in conviction of the offender. Low as it is, this figure is actually below the national average. 


Rape and sexual violence destroys lives, yet the statistics show that in Bristol only a tiny proportion of those brave enough to come forward and report a rape will see their attacker convicted. I, like so many others, believe that this is an unacceptable situation, which demands our urgent attention. 


Police and prosecutors should be doing everything they can to build the strongest possible case every time a rape is reported. Yet research shows that national policies and best practice are not being implemented consistently at a local level and that the police are failing to investigate possible suspects, meaning that cases are abandoned without all the possible evidence being collected. 


Our city is lucky enough to have a new Sexual Assault and Rape Centre (SARC) and a Rape Crisis centre to support victims and survivors of rape as they rebuild their lives. These will become invaluable resources that demonstrate a real commitment locally to improving the responses offered to victims of rape and sexual assault in Bristol. These services were implemented as part of Safer Bristol Partnership’s Action Plan to tackle rape and sexual violence. I would like to see this commitment matched with initiatives to bring more perpetrators of this terrible crime brought to justice.


I support the Fawcett Society campaign ‘Justice for Rape Victims Campaign’ in calling for:

· The investigation of rape made a real priority by police and prosecutors,
· Training given to all front-line police staff to improve responses to women reporting rape,
· Police work giving greater priority to investigating suspects.
If you have not already, please support this campaign by signing EDM 765 Campaign for Justice for Victims of Rape.

I await your response with interest. 

Yours faithfully, 
